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INazi Camp Held Galf!~Y~ftJ.S~Ace,~
 
Zemke a:-;'-; Gab~'~sk'~ I, . Fl:k,: :N;t', ~ul~~6f1~" 
. Among Yank Fum's . .Forced' Down. Most· 
~- ~ 
-- ....r.towid at Barth 0/ tile Ainnen, _ ' 

"_ I .-_.. ---..: . 
By Andy Room:y , Sl·ars ",,<1 51.npes SeM! Wril.crI The .greatest collection of Amer·! jcan air a,ces ever B,SSelnibled sat,

I some 01 them., for a year and a 
! hnlf, in StnlagluH I, the Germa:l 

pl'ison camp at Barth on the BaHle, 
before they were freed. , 

The camp was under the COll1· 
mand of Col. Hubert Zemke, the 
Missoula, Mont. ace, whose 5Gth 
Fighter Group made the P47 fam
ons. With Zemke were five other 
former fighter group commanders. 
all colonelsJ a full squadron o~ aces 
headed by Lt, Col, Franei~ S, 
Gabl'eski, of Oil City, Pa., who holds 
the all-time American record for 
German planes shot down with 28 
to 'his credit, and approximately 
1,000 other American P5I, P47 and I 
P38, pilot~ " btl t Col, Hubctt Zemke 

AmolJg I·J,\'; eli ;ncwr: ftc('s a.· . 
tpe CRmp were Majors Jcny ,1ohn

I SOil, who dest-royed 16 German 
planes before he went dow;), and 
Duane Beeson, who kno:.kecl down 
18. 

Few Sbot Down by Luflwaffe 
Few of the U.S, aces found their 

Luftwa:te superiors in actual ail' 
'combat, put were IOl"ced down after 
. being hn with flak on low-level 
strafing or bombing ,missions. <' 

,The 26-yt;ar-old ~abreski had It 

strange a~cJdent which forced him 
to land In Germany on July 20, 

Gabr~ski! _We've-. been -expecting
You 0::01' a long, tlr(le. Glad to see 
you'." . ~-

r-rl1e Gernlans ~v~re faO?-iliaf with 
most Of. the Al?;,;.can all' !1~es by 

pioneer work with their {igh.ter.
'group .ex!JcrimenLing with the P47 
as ,a dive bomber. They led the 
first attacks in whlc11 500-pounn
bombs were' dropped. iriim wing 
l'!lck;s on P47s.· ' 

. "'-- . Food Was nigges't Worry 
The fighter pilots confined at 

Barth, many of whom now arc in 
Paris working on the evaclmtion of 
other prlso:1ers or waiting to'teturn 
to the States, said thnt tlleir gre[.t,. 
est worry at Barth was food. ' 

The Germans gave them a IORf 
of bread a day' to lbc split ~Jno~g 
seven men. They also got ,1\' bowl 

-I . \ 

\1' 
\ 

'1\ ~ , 

) \ ;\ , 
, *

·...1\.. , 

name, leputatloh. and. . alHlJty to gea:1ts thus: "A gOOd mess. manager .., 
outf1y LUf~\Vaffe \JJ.lot.s, long before Iwould tell you there were worms "_ 
they fell. J.utq theJr ha~ldS. Gel'- in tbe food. A bncl mess ,manilger ~ 
rna:'). radJo..Irequ1ntly ,warned ,the, wouldn't tell you." ,i. £: 
5~th'Fi.g~ter.qr~¥P' that "the Luft-!' ." , ~,~ .. '.'. 'j /. 

\ya:1fe" JsJ~~m~"tj~r,Z.~~,ke's Wolf-: G"b 'I' A" i! 1:1' \.~'r 
pack.,. ."', ;:,f:·;~ .. : I. a, reSin, nXlOlts .'~ II '-I 

:' ~ut i!, .Soli~~~:'~Confinement - I Skrll-Agam_d. }llptllWSe ' 
, When Zemke, '!bne of the most I NEW YORK, May 25 (ANS).

0' er !n~.. ~.WJl:,Ish,~L aJ,d ~,U1opy. sheet \1ia.~ j~ue(f(from Washington
The engl.1e WlIS IaJlmg sO I set the, 'h' h ~ t I 'rl " th thO 
pl~lJ.e Oil· the ground at aoout 200 .1\~~ Z~;~k~(:]j~r~ ?~e~'\'~d ~~ Ii;}~;~ 
mIles an hour. It fJl1~lJY s~oppe~~ capacity with' tI1e Russians when 

I and I got out and left It bUlnlllg. the U,S. O::irst:1 started shipping 
I. Captured Altc~ Five Days, . 'planes to Russi.a.l~ .Zemke's trip was 

, Gabreski escaped capture for five, int.ernlpted; .~e!.~as clapped int,Q' 
clays but finally was trll,pped, ex- solItary, co!,!hnqlle.nt and, lI1ter
hausted a;)d hungry, by German rogatcd' stea(lJIy,;for several wee~s. 
farmers and was turned over to TJif- former fl'a-hter group com
the Wehnnacht, He was taken to mu,nders at thc,;$'mth ~})ison can;.p
the Lnftwaffe inteuogation center included Col. 'Eli-iar' JY.[flJmstrom, of 
at, Dulag Luft, ,Spokane, Wash,,' {356th Fighter 

''':rhere was an interrogator there Group), Col. H~mf R.. Spker, of 
we ,tailed .stone .. ~~ce Scharrf," San Antonio" TE,xa.~ . (357th Fighter
Gabres),i s~lJd. " Group), Lt. Cot ,Glenn Duncan andI '''As t .opened the door a.nd. walk- Lt. Col. Lqren G:McQollom, of Ritz-

II e.d· ..i~.t~.e:.first day, ~le. ~aid: 'Why vlHe, ...Wash., .. ~th ~,of whon1 did 

,of dishwater stew eoncocted from. ''';; \'I turnips and an occasional &lice of :<', ,; , 
potato. '. .... ': -.! •.•.•• 

Sometimes, ailer a spell of cold 
weather When the street.S were ~. ' .. 
slippery with ice" or folloWing days "~ (:
of" Alnerioa:1 strflJil1g .,r.U",r'ks on 
roads, cluttered with hOl'se-orawn '. '" 
carts,·' the prisoners -were' given ~ 
hOl'semeat as a spec.ial 'tre$lt. " . 

Pr4;oners .defined the (Ufferenre ~: 
between good and bad 'mess ser- '\ 

19~,4-. I eolorful fjgllresl.~jn· the air force ~ Lt, Col. FrancisqS. Gabreski, Eighth
Vf.e haeI b,een. eS,~ortl;)g bOm-, despIte his' reticP-llce Ribout publJ- AF ace who -knocked down 23 Ger

bel'S, GabJeskJ saId, and were on cit,y was -forced. down he was in- ,man planes before being forced
the way home when we strafed an .' a t I'" . <, t· ' r h' f' ' .'
airdrome near Coblenz, I was 'over- tenooR cc J.J. l.t .1.l{11 me manner al}-d Idown Jmsel nearly a year ago,
Shooting a ,plane. 0:::1 the ground. I started for a pn~on camp. Whl1e reported to the War Department at 
stuck the nose down a little to h.e was en ,rout'f, Gernlan head- Washmgton yesterday befOlc start
,,'.; th t' • d th . 'II qllllrterg apparently., came across. Ing a 60-oay leave. 
,,~t ~n e. a,rge(, an, e P~qp~. or the "Zemke" fillj and' slmultane-! He said he "definitely" wants to 
hl,t (,he. gro~lI~d. ; ~Il ~pnr.y,ed all oti:>]y a publi~'Jjell!ltions information I get into the Pacific war, "In fact," 

he declared, "all those nfen I balked 
t' th' .' 
t~ J~o t~~~.~ol~~~~n~h~~~c ~l~;~o~g 
days' le::>.vf< and they'll be just liS 
good as' new again iihci. ready to 
tackle the Japs." 
G~breski sa~d he. will' spen<;! ,part 

or. hls lea.ve WIth hJ~ p·arenls mOll 
CIty, Pa., but m<llcated t1.lat he 
mIght get marnecl tl! h)s l~a.n~ee, 
K~y Cochrane, of Prame du C~l(m, 
WIS., whom he hasn't seen Sll1ce 
October, 1942. a month befon: he 
left :for the ETO. ." " 

,MISS Cochrane told .reporters. :~_~, 
there would be 11'0 weddlhg pla.ns 
untll she talked the' whole thing 
over with him" "-'~.\ .! ~~ 
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